
Webinar
cv and motivation letter

Tips and examples





Motivation 
letter

Why:  

1. this organization

2. this job

3. you

    



Start just a little 
differently

Active, positive 
style

Max. 1 page



Opening

Have you considered a statistics teacher for your consultant 
vacancy? 

I fully endorse your inspiring slogan ‘together for a better world’ 
– it truly resonates with me! 

After our phone conversation about the Diversity Officer 
position, I became even more enthusiastic.

The SCP’s interdisciplinairy approach, where social science 
research is translated into practical policy advice, greatly appeals 
to me as a bridge-builder between theory and practice.  It’s 
exactly what I’m looking for!
    



Active
concrete 
positive

Ik have excellent research and 
communication skills.

For three years, I collected data and created 
an online database of gene expression in 
developing embryos.

I gave five presentations to different 
audiences, ranging from 20 to 100 people. 
These included experienced scientists and 
schoolchildren. I always adapted my story and 
language to suit each audience.



I have made a contribution to, have 
helped, have tried…

I have reached …, solved …, 
executed ….. It resulted in…

Active
concrete 
positive



I would be delighted to be invited for 
an interview to discuss my 
motivation in more detail. 

I look forward to discussing how my 
passion and expertise can support 
<company> in achieving your 
mission.

Active
concrete 
positive



AI use

See hand-out for prompts: 

• Profile text on your cv

• Matching your working 
experience with the vacancy text

• Compelling opening and closing 
sentence of the letter

NB: use your own words!



PhD to data analist – cv-1

Profile

In my current doctoral research, I simplify large, complex dynamic systems 
into manageable parts. I then use these smaller parts to analyze and 
quantify the dynamics of the entire system. In my new job, I want to focus 
on making practical issues understandable by using the underlying data.

IT-skills

Matlab, C, MS Office, AI-tools 



PhD to data analist – cv-2

Work experience

Utrecht University – PhD Mathematics 2022 - now

My doctoral research combines computational results and theory. I have 
extensively used MATLAB. I've presented my research at several 
international conferences, and part of it stems from international 
collaboration. Besides conducting research, I've been responsible for 
teaching tutorials to bachelor students and grading assignments and 
exams.





• Impact cv: to demonstrate your research impact e.g. to 
write a research proposal: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-00300-6
(pay-wall, free template in hand-outs)

• CV upload in Academic Transfer for a match with 
present and previous vacancies (or research):
CV Match: automatically match your CV with relevant 
jobs — AcademicTransfer

• CV Cecile Massit   PhD  → hbo docent

• CV  Bart Baks    PhD → Post doc

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-00300-6
https://www.academictransfer.com/en/cvmatch/
https://www.academictransfer.com/en/cvmatch/
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