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Abstract: 

 
A myriad of universities has kickstarted innovation departments in a 
mission to redefine what a university is and what it should look like in 
the future. Known for its excellent research and academic education 
in a dynamic and international context, the EUR wants “to create a 
positive impact on societal challenges”. Embedded in a tradition of 
integrating research and education into impactful partnerships, both 
nationally and internationally, EUR has voiced the ambition to 
become a leading societal relevant educational institute in a diverse, 
technology driven society. Key to its ambitions to improve the quality 
of education, with a strong focus on student success, EUR will make 
room for exploration and innovation in a new innovation space: 
ErasmusX. ErasmusX’s focus is aimed at making use of social 
challenges as the context within which new didactical models are 
experimented with. Innovative research can be conducted in the 
following areas: 
• Student involvement in shaping their own education; Future 
proof in co-creation with a focus on student agency, personal learning 
routes, new ways to construct new knowledge and knowledge 
valorization.   
• With the help of experimenting with new applications of 
educational technology; Use of new educational technology as a 
means to support new didactic concepts and knowledge transfer and 
challenge students to find solutions to challenging problems 
• Aligned with the university's ambition to create impact by 
taking social challenges as a context for relevant education; 
(Interdisciplinary) contextual learning in a multi-stakeholder setting 
and development of new didactical concepts with societal issue as a 
central focus point. 

 
Requirements of 
candidate: 

 
Background: As such, we look for candidates with background in 
either educational psychology, cognitive psychology, and educational 
technology.  
 
Master’s degree: Yes 
 
EUR requirement: IELTS: 7.5 (min. 6.0 for all subs.)  
Or TOEFL: 100 (min. 20 for all subs.) 
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Supervisor 
information: 

Prof. dr. Fred Paas will be the promotor and main supervisor of this 
project 
 
Promotor 

Prof. Dr. Fred Paas 

Email address: paas@essb.eur.nl 
Fred Paas is a Professor of Educational Psychology at Erasmus University 
Rotterdam in the Netherlands and a Visiting Professorial Fellow at the University of 
Wollongong in Australia. His main research interest is in using knowledge about the 
human cognitive and motor system in the design of instruction for complex learning 
environments. He has (co-) authored over 300 publications in (S)SCI listed journals, 
which been cited over 36.000 times. 

https://www.eur.nl/people/fred-paas  
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