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Abstract:

China — along with the rest of the world — faces a number of
demographic challenges that if not adequately addressed will have a
significant and detrimental effect on its population. Social,
demographic and epidemiological changes have dramatically
changed the demand for health services in China. Population ageing
and the increase in chronic diseases present a great challenge,
especially with scarce health care resources that are often deployed
in a fragmented manner, in which for instance public health, primary
care, and secondary care, are not well coordinated. Moreover,
families and social networks of patients are gaining center attention in
the provision of care and support to overcome the lack of coordinated
care services for older persons. The fragmented nature of health
systems and the strong dependence on informal care is increasingly
viewed as problematic, because of increasing numbers of empty-nest
older people and because of informal caregivers aging themselves.
At present, Chinese elderly care is almost entirely based in informal
and community care, and institutional services are scarce, and
fragmented. The problematic nature of elderly care in China is even
greater due to differences in geography, climate, economic
development, cultures, and governance. This variety makes the task
of improving and integrating health services for older people in China
particularly difficult, and an important challenge for research and

policy.

High quality health services and social support systems for older
persons, which are well aligned with primary care, can form more
effective and less costly systems than systems in which services are
fragmented. Such developments are further supported by
technological advances, which enable patient information to be
shared. Integrated care as a discipline has gained much importance
in recent years in improving elderly care in Western societies. The
multiple and often complex needs of aging populations require
approaches that extend beyond traditional acute episodic health care
and the services of any single organization; they require instead
innovative partnerships between health and social care and informal
care. Translating these insights to the Chinese context to better
address the changing demand for integrated elderly care in China is

ERASMUS UNIVERSITEIT ROTTERDAM



mailto:EuccChinaOffice@eur.nl

Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands
CSC PhD 2021 Project Description
Application to: EuccChinaOffice@eur.nl

2afns

ERASMUS UNIVERSITEIT ROTTERDAM

the main aim for the proposed study.

More specifically, this research will describe and explain how
innovative integrated elderly care projects in China can contribute to
(i) continuous, coordinated care and social support for older people,
(ii) improve older people’s health and well-being outcomes, and (iii)
translate and redesign the mainly “Western” models and theories on
integrated elderly care to fit the specific Chinese contexts. We will
employ a mixed-methods research design, i.e., one that combines
guantitative and qualitative methods to open the black box of
integrated elderly care in China, preferably using multiple case
studies.

Erasmus School of Health Policy & Management (ESHPM), at
Erasmus University Rotterdam, plays a leading role in national and
international research and education on elderly care, integrated care
and healthcare management. For several years ESHPM is already
providing education for Chinese health care managers and PhD-
students. Given the match between ESHPM'’s expertise and core
tasks of the Health Human Resources Development Center of the
Ministry of Health of The People’s Republic of China (HHRDC),
namely education, training, international cooperation and health
research, both parties have signed a Memorandum of Understanding
to further successful collaboration. Building on our earlier work in and
with China, the proposed PhD-project is expected to make an
important contribution to integrated elderly care in China.

Requirements of
candidate:

Background: We are looking for excellent graduates who aspire to do
a PhD research at Erasmus School of Health Policy & Management
at Erasmus University Rotterdam. We are searching for PhD-students
with expertise and an interest in improving the management and
organization of healthcare through integrated care arrangements.
You will be part of our research staff and combine your theoretical
and practical knowledge with empirical work in China. A Master in
management, organizational sciences or sociology is a pre-requisite
as well as excellent writing skills in English, and verbal mastering of
the English language.

Master’s degree: Yes
EUR requirement:

IELTS: 7.5
(min. 6.0 for all subs.)

TOEFL: 100
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(min. 20 for all subs.)

Cambridge Proficiency: C2

Supervisor
information:

Prof. dr. A.P. Nieboer
nieboer@eshpm.eur.nl
https://www.eur.nl/people/anna-petra-nieboer

Prof. dr. R. Huijsman
huijsman@eshpm.eur.nl

https://www.eur.nl/people/robbert-huijsman

Dr. I.N. Fabbricotti
fabbricotti@eshpm.eur.nl

https://www.eur.nl/people/isabelle-fabbricotti

Publications

Publication list supervising team of the last 5 years:
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Alingh, C. W., Strating, M. M. H., Van Wijngaarden, J. D. H.,
Paauwe, J., & Huijsman, R. (2018). The ConCom safety
management scale: Developing and testing a measurement
instrument for control-based and commitment-based safety
management approaches in hospitals. BMJ Quality and Safety,
27(10), 818-826. d0i:10.1136/bmjgs-2017-007162

Alingh, C. W., Van Wijngaarden, J. D. H., Huijsman, R., &
Paauwe, J. (2018). The influence of environmental conditions on
safety management in hospitals: A qualitative study. BMC Health
Services Research, 18(1) doi:10.1186/s12913-018-3116-8

Alingh, C. W., Van Wijngaarden, J. D. H., Van De Voorde, K.,
Paauwe, J., & Huijsman, R. (2019). Speaking up about patient
safety concerns: The influence of safety management
approaches and climate on nurses' willingness to speak up. BMJ
Quality and Safety, 28(1), 39-48. doi:10.1136/bmjgs-2017-007163

Berghout, M. A., Fabbricotti, I. N., Buljac-Samardzi¢, M., &
Hilders, C. G. J. M. (2017). Medical leaders or masters? - A
systematic review of medical leadership in hospital settings. PL0oS
ONE, 12(9) doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0184522

Berghout, M. A., Oldenhof, L., Fabbricotti, I. N., & Hilders, C. G. J.
M. (2018). Discursively framing physicians as leaders:
Institutional work to reconfigure medical professionalism. Social
Science and Medicine, 212, 68-75.
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Blom, J. W., Van Den Hout, W. B., Den Elzen, W. P. J., Drewes,
Y. M., Bleijenberg, N., Fabbricotti, I. N., . . . Gussekloo, J. (2018).
Effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of proactive and
multidisciplinary integrated care for older people with complex
problems in general practice: An individual participant data meta-
analysis. Age and Ageing, 47(5), 705-714.
doi:10.1093/ageing/afy091

Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2019). Acculturation is
associated with older turkish immigrants' self-management
abilities. BMC Public Health, 19(1), 1228. doi:10.1186/s12889-
019-7471-0

Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2018). Aging perceptions matter
for the well-being of elderly turkish migrants, especially among
the chronically ill. BMC Geriatrics, 18(1), 229.
doi:10.1186/s12877-018-0902-4

Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2016). Is "disease management"
the answer to our problems? no! population health management
and (disease) prevention require "management of overall well-
being". BMC Health Services Research, 16(1)
doi:10.1186/s12913-016-1765-z

Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2017). Positive ageing
perceptions among migrant turkish and native dutch older people:
A matter of culture or resources? BMC Geriatrics, 17(1)
doi:10.1186/s12877-017-0549-6

Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2017). Self-management abilities
and quality of life among frail community-dwelling individuals: The
role of community nurses in the netherlands. Health and Social
Care in the Community, 25(2), 394-401. doi:10.1111/hsc.12318

Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2016). The changing nature of
chronic care and coproduction of care between primary care
professionals and patients with COPD and their informal
caregivers. International Journal of COPD, 11, 175-182.
doi:10.2147/COPD.S94409

Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2018). The importance of health
behaviours and especially broader self-management abilities for
older turkish immigrants. European Journal of Public Health,
28(6), 1087-1092. doi:10.1093/eurpub/cky174

Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2018). Validation of an
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instrument for the assessment of patient-centred care among
patients with multimorbidity in the primary care setting: The 36-
item patient-centred primary care instrument. BMC Family
Practice, 19(1) doi:10.1186/s12875-018-0832-4

Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2019). Validation of an
instrument to assess informal caregivers' perceptions about the
delivery of patient-centred care to people with intellectual
disabilities in residential settings. BMC Health Services Research,
19(1), 518. doi:10.1186/s12913-019-4358-9

Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2017). Validation of an
instrument to assess the delivery of patient-centred care to
people with intellectual disabilities as perceived by professionals.
BMC Health Services Research, 17(1) doi:10.1186/s12913-017-
2424-8

Cramm, J. M., Van Dijk, H. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2018). The
creation of age-friendly environments is especially important to
frail older people. Ageing and Society, 38(4), 700-720.
doi:10.1017/S0144686X16001240

Dekker-Van Doorn, C., Wauben, L., Van Wijngaarden, J., Lange,
J., & Huijsman, R. (2020). Adaptive design: Adaptation and
adoption of patient safety practices in daily routines, a multi-site
study. BMC Health Services Research, 20(1)
doi:10.1186/s12913-020-05306-2

de Vos, A., Cramm, J. -., van Wijngaarden, J. D. H., Bakker, T. J.
E. M., Mackenbach, J. P., & Nieboer, A. P. (2017). Understanding
implementation of comprehensive geriatric care programs: A
multiple perspective approach is preferred. International Journal
of Health Planning and Management, 32(4), 608-636.
doi:10.1002/hpm.2383

den Boer, J., Nieboer, A. P., & Cramm, J. M. (2017). A cross-
sectional study investigating patient-centred care, co-creation of
care, well-being and job satisfaction among nurses. Journal of
Nursing Management, 25(7), 577-584. doi:10.1111/jonm.12496

D’Onofrio, G., Fiorini, L., de Mul, M., Fabbricotti, |., Okabe, Y.,
Hoshino, H., . .. Greco, A. (2018). Agile co-creation for robots
and aging (ACCRA) project: New technological solutions for older
people. European Geriatric Medicine, 9(6), 795-800.
doi:10.1007/s41999-018-0106-7

Feng, Z., Cramm, J. M., Jin, C., Twisk, J., & Nieboer, A. P.
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(2020). The longitudinal relationship between income and social
participation among chinese older people. SSM - Population
Health, 11 doi:10.1016/j.ssmph.2020.100636

23.Feng, Z., Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2019). A healthy diet
and physical activity are important to promote healthy ageing
among older chinese people. Journal of International Medical
Research, 47(12), 6061-6081. doi:10.1177/0300060519882590

24.Feng, Z., Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2020). Social
participation is an important health behaviour for health and
quality of life among chronically ill older chinese people. BMC
Geriatrics, 20(1), 299. d0i:10.1186/s12877-020-01713-6

25. Fiorini, L., Tabeau, K., D’Onofrio, G., Coviello, L., De Mul, M.,
Sancarlo, D., . .. Cavallo, F. (2020). Co-creation of an assistive
robot for independent living: Lessons learned on robot design.
International Journal on Interactive Design and Manufacturing,
14(2), 491-502. doi:10.1007/s12008-019-00641-z

26. Gaakeer, M. I., Veugelers, R., Patka, P., & Huijsman, R. (2019).
Minimum operational standards for 24/7 available emergency
departments in the netherlands: A first step taken by emergency
physicians using an e-delphi approach. European Journal of
Emergency Medicine, 26(2), 86-93.
doi:10.1097/MEJ.0000000000000494

27. Gaakeer, M. I., Veugelers, R., Van Lieshout, J. M., Patka, P., &
Huijsman, R. (2018). The emergency department landscape in
the netherlands: An exploration of characteristics and
hypothesized relationships. International Journal of Emergency
Medicine, 11(1) doi:10.1186/s12245-018-0196-5

28. Grooten, L., Fabbricotti, I. N., Devroey, D., & Vrijhoef, H. J. M.
(2020). Assessment of the implementation fidelity of a strategy to
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study. BMJ Open, 10(3), e035002. d0i:10.1136/bmjopen-2019-
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29. Hakobyan, L., Nieboer, A. P., Finkenfligel, H., & Cramm, J. M.
(2020). The significance of person-centered care for satisfaction
with care and well-being among informal caregivers of persons
with severe intellectual disability. Journal of Policy and Practice in
Intellectual Disabilities, 17(1), 31-42. doi:10.1111/jppi.12297

30. Janse, B., Huijsman, R., de Kuyper, R. D. M., & Fabbricotti, I. N.
(2016). Delivering integrated care to the frail elderly: The impact
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on professionals’ objective burden and job satisfaction.
International Journal of Integrated Care, 16(July-September)
doi:10.5334/ijic.2014

Janse, B., Huijsman, R., de Kuyper, R. D. M., & Fabbricotti, I. N.
(2016). Do integrated care structures foster processes of
integration? A quasi-experimental study in frail elderly care from
the professional perspective. International Journal for Quality in
Health Care, 28(3), 376-383. doi:10.1093/intghc/mzw045

Janse, B., Huijsman, R., Looman, W. M., & Fabbricaotti, I. N.
(2018). Formal and informal care for community-dwelling frail
elderly people over time: A comparison of integrated and usual
care in the netherlands. Health and Social Care in the
Community, 26(2), e280-e290. doi:10.1111/hsc.12516

Kuipers, S. J., Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2019). The
importance of patient-centered care and co-creation of care for
satisfaction with care and physical and social well-being of
patients with multi-morbidity in the primary care setting 11
medical and health sciences 1117 public health and health
services. BMC Health Services Research, 19(1)
doi:10.1186/s12913-018-3818-y

Kuipers, S. J., Nieboer, A. P., & Cramm, J. M. (2020). The need
for co-creation of care with multi-morbidity patients—a

longitudinal perspective. International Journal of Environmental
Research and Public Health, 17(9) doi:10.3390/ijerph17093201

Kuipers, S. J., Nieboer, A. P., & Cramm, J. M. (2020). Views of
patients with multi-morbidity on what is important for patient-
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older person does not exist: Development of frailty profiles with
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Looman, W. M., Fabbricotti, I. N., De Kuyper, R., & Huijsman, R.
(2016). The effects of a pro-active integrated care intervention for
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E. A., & Fabbricotti, I. N. (2016). Cost-effectiveness of the
‘walcheren integrated care model' intervention for community-
dwelling frail elderly. Family Practice, 33(2), 154-160.
doi:10.1093/fampra/cmv106

Looman, W. M., Huijsman, R., & Fabbricotti, I. N. (2019). The
(cost-)effectiveness of preventive, integrated care for community-
dwelling frail older people: A systematic review. Health and Social
Care in the Community, 27(1), 1-30. doi:10.1111/hsc.12571
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Health and Quality of Life Outcomes, 17(1) doi:10.1186/s12955-
019-1221-y

Mirzad, F., Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2019). Cross-
sectional research conducted in the netherlands to identify
relationships among the actual level of patient-centred care, the
care gap (ideal vs actual care delivery) and satisfaction with care.
BMJ Open, 9(1) doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2018-025147
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of self-management abilities to loneliness among older people: A
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A. P. (2018). Organisational environment and challenging
behaviour in services for people with intellectual disabilities: A
review of the literature. [Facteurs organisationnels et
comportements-défis dans des services professionnels pour
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Residents’ and resident representatives’ perspectives on the
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doi:10.1155/2016/6343927

Slotman, A., Cramm, J. M., & Nieboer, A. P. (2017). Validation of
the aging perceptions questionnaire short on a sample of
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