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School/Department: Department of Psychology, Education and Child Studies 

 
Project Title: 

 
Creating equal opportunities for all children through teacher 
development and school-wide reforms. 

 
Abstract: 

This school reform project will focus on inner-city schools serving 
primary school-aged children. The aim of this project, “Rotterdam 
Gold”, is to combine the knowledge and skills learned from the 
Charter School initiatives in the USA and bring them to the 
Netherlands, while taking into consideration the local; needs, culture 
and social situations. In this project the consortium consists of 
Erasmus University Rotterdam (Department of Psychology, 
Education and Child Studies; specifically, Educational Sciences and 
Clinical Psychology). three school boards, and an Educational 
foundation that is focuses on quality, curricular development as well 
as, teacher professionalization. In total Eight primary schools will be 
participating with over 250 +/- students following these reform 
changes as well as 250 +/- students in a control group. 
  
The three essential elements of this project is 1) place the teacher 
central in the process 2) produce choices in the curriculum that 
emphasize the basic and fundamental elements of learning, and 3) 
create a culture of learning through stressing and cultivating a 
positive learning behavior in both students, parents, teachers and 
administrators. All teachers will be following a teacher 
professionalization track for 12 months and receive both personal 
coaching as well as local support while in the classroom. 
Professionalization will be provided by both the consortium’s 
Educational foundation as well as, Erasmus University Rotterdam.  
This project will firstly investigate the effectivity of these changes on 
students’ attainment level as assessed by national standardized tests 
at the end of primary school. This project will follow student for three 
years thus allowing a longitudinal exploration of this initiative’s 
effectiveness.  The primary aim is to increase national standardized 
tests as to create learning pathways for these students towards being 
eligible to follow coursework in middle school for entry into higher 
education. Besides these pathways to higher education, students’ 
social-emotional well-being will also be assessed. This will allow us to 
track and combine national standardized tests with aspects of social-
emotional well-being such as coping, resiliency, and overall school 
well-being. Additionally, this project will also investigate the effect of 
these new reforms on the school culture and teacher’s 
professionalization and the development teachers’ identity. 
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Research questions for this three-year project are:  
1. Does following a Rotterdam Gold curriculum compared to a 
normative curriculum show increase in:  

a. the number of students being able to follow to follow 
coursework in middle school for entry into higher 
education? 

b. national standardized tests scores? 
c. Social-emotional well-being? 

 
2. What is the relationship between academic performance and 
Coping, Resiliency, and School well-being? 
 
3. Does teaching in a Rotterdam Gold curriculum increase 
teachers’ work pleasure in terms of teaching self-efficacy, well-being 
and general satisfaction? 
 
4. What organizational elements are needed for a successful 
implementation of a Rotterdam Gold curriculum in terms of: 
 

a. Resources and training 
b. School Culture 

  

 
Requirements of 
candidate: 

 
Potential candidates should have a high interest in: Teaching, 
teacher professionalization Student-Centered learning, Effective 
Teaching methodologies, Adolescent Social-Emotional Development, 
School Culture, Large Inner-city Problematics, and Creation of Equity 
of Opportunities.  
 
Potential candidates should be highly motivated to learn: 
Longitudinal statistics analysis, Structural-Equation Modeling, and 
Latent Growth Modeling. 
 
 
Master’s degree: Yes 
 
IELTS: 7.5 : (min. 6.0 for all subs.) 
  
TOEFL: 100 : (min. 20 for all subs.)  
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Supervisor 
information: 

 
Dr. Brian P. Godor 
Assistant Professor 
Honour’s Program Coordinator 
Department of Psychology, Education and Child Studies 
Erasmus University Rotterdam 
Mandeville T16-15 
Burg. Oudlaan 50 
Postbus 1738 - 3000 DR  Rotterdam 
T: +31 10 4082410 
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Godor, B.P. (2016). Moving beyond the deep and surface dichotomy; 
using Q Methodology to explore students’ approaches to studying. 
Teaching in higher education, 21 (2), 207-218. doi: 
http://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2015.1136275 
 
Dr. R.E.R. Van der Hallen 
Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychology 
Department of Psychology, Education and Child Studies 
Erasmus University Rotterdam 
 
Van der Hallen, R., Jongerling, J., Godor, B. (2020) Coping and 
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Stress and Coping. 33:5, 479-496. 
doi:10.1080/10615806.2020.1772969 
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Global motion processing in autism spectrum disorder: a meta-
analysis. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders. 
doi:10.1007/s10803-019-04194-8 
 
Huygelier, H., Van der Hallen, R., Wagemans, J., de-Wit, L., & 
Chamberlain, R. (2018) The Leuven Embedded Figures Test (L-
EFT): measuring perception, intelligence or executive function? 
PeerJ, 6:e4524. 
 
Van der Hallen, R., Reusens, J., Evers, K., de-Wit, L., Wagemans, J. 
(2018) Connection-based and object-based grouping in multiple 
object tracking: A developmental study. British Journal of 
Developmental Psychology, doi:10.1111/bjdp.12245. 
 
Van der Hallen, R., Chamberlain, R., de-Wit, L., Wagemans, J. 
(2018) Disembedding performance in children with ASD using 
abstract, meaningful or 3D contexts. Journal of Autism and  
Developmental Disorders, doi: 10.1007/s10803-018-3508-y. 
 
Evers, K., Van der Hallen, R., Noens, I., Wagemans, J. (2018) 
Perceptual organization in autism spectrum disorder. Child 
Development Perspectives, doi: 10.1111/cdep.12280. 
 
Chamberlain, R., Van der Hallen, R., Huygelier, H., Van de Cruys, S., 
Wagemans, J. (2017) Local–global processing bias is not a unitary 
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257. 
 
Van der Hallen, R., Vanmarcke, S., Noens, I., Wagemans, J. (2017) 

mailto:EuccChinaOffice@eur.nl


Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands 
CSC PhD 2021 Project Description 
Application to: EuccChinaOffice@eur.nl 
 
 
 

Hierarchical letters in ASD: High stimulus variability under different 
attentional modes. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 
47(6), 1854–1865. 
 
Van der Hallen, R., Lemmens, L., Steyaert, J., Noens, I., Wagemans, 
J. (2017) Ensemble perception in ASD: Member-identification and 
mean-discrimination. Autism Research, 10(7), 1291-1299. 
 
de-Wit, L., Huygelier, H., Van der Hallen, R., Chamberlain, R., & 
Wagemans, J. (2017) Developing the Leuven Embedded Figures 
Test (L-EFT): Testing the stimulus features that influence embedding. 
PeerJ 5:e2862.  
 
Van de Cruys, S., Van der Hallen, R., Wagemans, J. (2017). 
Disentangling signal and noise in autism spectrum disorder. Brain 
and Cognition, 112, 78-83.  
 
Van der Hallen, R., Evers, K., Boets, B., Steyaert, J., Noens, I., & 
Wagemans, J. (2016). Visual search in ASD: Instructed versus 
spontaneous local and global processing. Journal of Autism and 
Developmental Disorders, 46(9), 3023–3036. 
  
Van der Hallen, R. (2016) The multicultural therapist [De 
multiculturele therapeut]. Book review of "Identities in transition", by 
Nayar-Akhtar, M. Tijdschrift voor Psychoanalyse, 22(3), 228-229 
 
Vanmarcke, S., Mullin, C., Van der Hallen, R., Evers, K., Noens, I., 
Steyaert, J., & Wagemans, J. (2016). In the eye of the beholder: 
Rapid visual perception of real-life scenes by young adults with and 
without ASD. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 46(8), 
2635-2652. 
 
Vanmarcke, S., van Esch, L., Van der Hallen, R., Evers, K., Noens, I., 
Steyaert, J., Wagemans, J. (2016) Gist perception in adolescents 
with and without ASD: Ultra-rapid categorization of meaningful real-
life scenes. RASD, 29–30, 30–47 
. 
Ekroll, V., Sayim, B., Van der Hallen, R., Wagemans, J. (2016). 
Illusory visual completion of an object's invisible backside can make 
your finger feel shorter. Current Biology, 26(8), 1029–1033. 
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Wagemans, J. (2016). Ultra-rapid categorization of meaningful real-
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coherentie [“Central coherence”]. In Geurts, H., Sizoo, B., Noens, I., 
(Eds.). Autismespectrumstoornis: Interdisciplinair basisboek [“Autism 
spectrum disorder: an interdisciplinary handbook”]. Diagnosis 
Uitgevers. Leusden, Nederland. 
 
Van der Hallen, R., Evers, K., Brewaeys, K., Van den Noortgate, W., 
& Wagemans, J. (2015). Global processing takes time: A meta-
analysis on local–global visual processing in ASD. Psychological 
Bulletin, 141(3), 549–573.  
 
Van der Hallen, R., Evers, K., de-Wit, L., Steyaert, J., Noens, I., & 
Wagemans, J. (2015). Multiple object tracking reveals object-based 
grouping interference in children with ASD. Journal of Autism and 
Developmental Disorders, 48(4), 1341–1349. 
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B., de-Wit, L., & Wagemans, J. (2014). Precise minds in uncertain 
worlds: Predictive coding in autism. Psychological Review, 121(4), 
649–675.  
 
Evers, K., de-Wit, L., Van der Hallen, R., Haesen, B., Steyaert, J., 
Noens, I., & Wagemans, J. (2014). Brief report: Reduced grouping 
interference in children with ASD: evidence from a Multiple Object 
Tracking Task. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 
44(7), 1779–1787. 
 
 
prof.dr. (Guus) AACM Smeets 
Full Professor Erasmus School of Social and Behavioural 
Sciences Department of Psychology, Education & Child Studies/ 
Clinical Psychology 
 
 
    I.E. Yocarini, S. Bouwmeester, A.A.C.M. Smeets & L.R. Arends 
(2020). Allowing course compensation in higher education: a latent 
class regression analysis to evaluate performance on a follow-up 
course.Opens external Assessment & Evaluation in Higher 
Education, 45 (5), 728-740. doi: 
10.1080/02602938.2019.1693494Opens external 
     
I.E. Yocarini, S. Bouwmeester, A.A.C.M. Smeets & L.R. Arends 
(2018). Systematic Comparison of Decision Accuracy of Complex 
Compensatory Decision Rules Combining Multiple Tests in a Higher 
Education Context.Opens external Educational Measurement: Issues 
and Practice, 37 (3), 24-39. doi: 10.1111/emip.12186Opens external 
   
  M. Wijnen, S.M.M. Loyens, L. Wijnia, A.A.C.M. Smeets, M.J. Kroeze 
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& H.T. van der Molen (2018). Is problem-based learning associated 
with students’ motivation? A quantitative and qualitative study.Opens 
external Learning Environments Research, 2018 (21), 173-193. doi: 
10.1007/s10984-017-9246-9Opens external 
    
 M. Wijnen, S.M.M. Loyens, A.A.C.M. Smeets, M.J. Kroeze & H.T. 
van der Molen (2017). Comparing Problem-Based Learning Students 
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the Relation with Self-Study Time.Opens external European Journal 
of Psychology of Education, 32 (3), 431-447. doi: 10.1007/s10212-
016-0296-7Opens external 
   
  K. de Groot & A.A.C.M. Smeets (2017). The Relationship Between 
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Benefits in Problem-Based Learning Curricula.Opens external 
Advances in Neurodevelopmental Disorders, 1 (4), 308-321. doi: 
10.1007/s41252-017-0037-1Opens external 
   
  M. Wijnen, S.M.M. Loyens, A.A.C.M. Smeets, M.J. Kroeze & H.T. 
van der Molen (2017). Students’ and Teachers’ Experiences With the 
Implementation of Problem-Based Learning at a University Law 
School.Opens external Interdisciplinary Journal of Problem-Based 
Learning., 11 (2). doi: 10.7771/1541-5015.1681Opens external 
   
  H.G. Schmidt, S.L. Wagener, A.A.C.M. Smeets, L.M. Keemink & 
H.T. van der Molen (2015). On the Use and Misuse of Lectures in 
Higher Education. Health Professions Education, 1 (1), 12-18. doi: 
10.1016/j.hpe.2015.11.010Opens external 
     
B.B. de Koning, S.M.M. Loyens, G. Smeets, R.M.J.P. Rikers & H.T. 
van der Molen (2014). The impact of Binding Study Advice on Study 
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in Higher Education, 39 (5), 835-847. doi: 
10.1080/03075079.2012.754857Opens external 
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(2013). Metacognitive beliefs, beliefs about voices and affective 
symptoms in patients with severe auditory verbal 
hallucinations.Opens external British Journal of Clinical Psychology, 
52 (3), 235-248. doi: 10.1111/bjc.12011Opens external 
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Emotional Intelligence.Opens external Journal of Nervous and Mental 
Disease, 201 (2), 99-104. doi: 
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D. Remmerswaal, P. Muris, B. Mayer & G. Smeets (2010). 'Will a 
Cuscus bite you, if he shows his teeth?' Inducing a fear-related 
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their mothers.Opens external Journal of Anxiety Disorders, 24, 540-
546. doi: 10.1016/j.janxdis.2010.03.012Opens external 
     
P. Muris, E.G.C. Rassin, B. Mayer, G. Smeets, J. Huijding, D. 
Remmerswaal & A.P. Field (2009). Effects of verbal information on 
fear-related reasoning biases in children.Opens external Behaviour 
Research and Therapy, 47, 206-214. doi: 
10.1016/j.brat.2008.12.002Opens external 
     
G. Smeets & P.J. de Jong (2005). Belief bias and symptoms of 
psychopathology in a non-clinical sample.Opens external Cognitive 
Therapy and Research, 29 (4), 377-386. doi: 10.1007/s10608-005-
1676-5Opens external 
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headache, then you have a brain tumor: Domain-specific reasoning 
'bias' and hypochondriasis. Behaviour Research and Therapy, 38 (8), 
763-776. 
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Psycholoog, 12, 555-559. 
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and right-hemisphere reliance. Anxiety, Stress and Coping, 10 (3), 
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disorder: Domain and disorder specificity. In M.S. Vroling (Ed.), Belief 
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biased reasoning in anxiety disorders. Amsterdam / Ede: GVO 
drukkers & vormgevers BV Ponsen & Looijen 
    
 A.E.R. Bos, E. van der Vlist & G. Smeets (2009). Ethische aspecten 
van psychologische interventies en wetenschappelijk onderzoek. In 
Klinische Psychologie: Diagnostiek en Therapie. Noordhoff Uitgevers 
     
A. Arntz & G. Smeets (2009). Cognitieve therapie. In Klinische 
Psychologie: Diagnostiek en Therapie. Groningen/Houten: Noordhoff 
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G. Smeets, A.E.R. Bos, H.T. van der Molen & P. Muris (2009). 
Algemene inleiding. In G. Smeets, A. Bos, H.T. Van der Molen & P. 
Muris (Eds.), Klinische Psychologie: Diagnostiek en Therapie. 
Groningen/Heerlen: Wolters-Noordhoff/Open Universiteit Nederland 
     
 
M. Blom & G. Smeets (2009). Interpersoonlijke Psychotherapie. In 
Klinische Psychologie: Diagnostiek en Therapie. Groningen/Houten: 
Noordhoff Uitgevers 
     
G. Smeets (2005). Introduction: Goal directed reasoning and right 
hemisphere reliance in anxiety disorders. In Intuition or logic in 
pathological anxiety 
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