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School/Department: International Institute of Social Studies (ISS)

Project Title:
Comparative regionalism and the impact of BRICS countries in Africa

The academic literature on comparative regionalism has indicated
Abstract: that various schemes of regionalism have produced highly varying
effects on the countries participating in the regional frameworks.

The so-called ‘new regionalism’ developed since the early 1990s in
response to the ‘unipolar’ world order that came into being after the
Cold War. Current regionalist frameworks have attempted to position
themselves in the context of intensifying rhetorics of South-South
cooperations, involving a variety of emerging powers, the BRICS
countries being the primary ones among these.

This PhD project investigates the existing and new forms of regional
governance in Africa against the background of the rise of the BRICS.
The main research question is how access to the countries in sub-
Saharan Africa impact on the strategies of emerging powers from the

South.
Requirements of Background: political science, international relations, international
candidate: political economy

Master’s degree: Yes

EUR requirement:
IELTS: 7.0
(min. 6.0 for all subs.)

Or, TOEFL: 100
(min. 20 for all subs.)

Prof. dr. Wil Hout
Supervisor Email address: hout@iss.nl
information: Personal website: https://www.iss.nl/en/people/wil-hout

Recent publication list:

- Hout, Wil and Mohamed Salih, M.A. (2019) A Political Economy of
African Regionalisms: An Overview of Asymmetrical Development,
Cheltenham: Edward Elgar.

- Wagner, N. & Hout, W. (2019) ‘Police Integrity and the Perceived
Effectiveness of Policing: Evidence from a Survey among Ugandan
Police Officers’, in Kutnjak Ivkovi¢, S. and Haberfeld, M.

(eds) Exploring Police Integrity, New York: Springer.
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- Hout, W., Wagner, N. & Namara, R. (2020) ‘Holding Ugandan Police
to Account: Case study of the Police Accountability and Reform
Project’, in Bergh, S., Pellissery, S. and Sathyamala, C. (eds) The
State of Accountability in the Global South: Challenges and
Responses, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar.

- Hout, Wil (2018) ‘The Permanent Crisis of Development Aid’, in
Jessop, B. and Knio, K. (eds) The Pedagogy of Economic Crises:
Crisis Dynamics, Construals, and Lessons, Abingdon: Routledge.

- Gebregziabher, Tefera Negash and Hout, Wil (2018) ‘The Rise of
Oligarchy in Ethiopia: The Case of Wealth Creation since 1991,
Review of African Political Economy, DOI:
10.1080/03056244.2018.1484351.

- Hout, Wil (2016), ‘Classical Approaches to Development:
Modernisation and Dependency’, in Grugel, Jean and Hammett,
Daniel (eds) The Palgrave Handbook of International Development,
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 21-39.

- Hout, Wil and Schakel, Lydeke (2014) ‘SGACA: The Rise and
Paradoxical Demise of a Political-Economy Instrument’, Development
Policy Review 32(5): 611-30, DOI: 10.1111/dpr.12075.

- Hout, Wil (2014) “Confidence in Our Own Abilities”: Suriname’s
State Oil Company as a Pocket of Effectiveness’, in Roll, Michael
(ed.) The Politics of Public Sector Performance: Pockets of
Effectiveness in Developing Countries, Abingdon: Routledge, pp.
147-72.

- Hutchison, Jane; Hout, Wil; Hughes, Caroline and Robison, Richard
(2014) Political Economy and Aid Industry in Asia, Basingstoke:
Palgrave Macmillan.

2020 CSC-PhD programme information will be shared and updated online:
https://lwww.eur.nl/en/about-eur/erasmus-university-china-center-0/csc-scholarship/prospective-
phd-candidates
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