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School/Department: Erasmus School of Philosophy

Project Title: Retrieving the Principle of Sufficient Reason: Scepticism and
Imagination in the Anthropocene

Abstract: The Anthropocene marks a seismic shift in the relation between
thinking and being. Although it is centered around human agency, the
ubiquity of crisis sighals a mismatch between modern reason and our
historical sense of the present. As our values materialize in planetary
exhaustion, how do we reorient ourselves in a ‘world’ that exceeds us
on all sides? In public discourse, responses to crisis generally come
in two forms: we either revert to known grounds (the reductionism of
‘We are our brain’ or ‘It's the economy, stupid!’) or we give up on
grounding altogether (climate skepticism, ‘pragmatism instead of
ideology’). In both cases, the answer consolidates an anti-intellectual
climate in which any ground must suffice. We are subject to a moral
and irrational binarism: order or chaos. Critically engaging the
Anthropocene’s threat to obliterate what we consider ‘reasonable’,
this project revisits the first principle of modern rational thought, the
Principle of Sufficient Reason (PSR). Criticized as the self-sufficient
theoretical expression of the demand for the identity of reason and
ground, today the PSR reacquires a more practical function of
‘response-ability’: since, from the brain to the planet, we inhabit
grounds that are not ‘for us’, we must learn from, and attend to, the
consistency of habits and habitats. From this perspective, my project
seeks a new historical interpretation and systematic evaluation of the
PSR. It identifies a series of transformations that the PSR is forced to
undergo in response to crises in our ways of relating to nature, each
other and ourselves. It shows that, from Leibniz to Schelling to
contemporary empiricism, there is an a-modern undercurrent in the
use of the PSR, in which it is not just a rationalist demand for
necessitating grounds but first of all an empiricist obligation to render
coherent what is irreducibly contingent.

Requirements of Background: Continental Philosophy, History of Western Philosophy
candidate: Ecology, Science and Technology Studies, Post-Colonialism,
Feminism, Metaphysics

Master’s degree: Yes

EUR requirement:
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IELTS: 7.5
(min. 6.0 for all subs.)

Or, TOEFL: 100
(min. 20 for all subs.)

Supervisor
information:

Chair: Prof. Dr. Hub Zwart
Email address: zwart@esphil.eur.nl

Dr. Sjoerd van Tuinen

Email address: vantuinen@esphil.eur.nl

Personal website: https://www.eur.nl/en/people/s-van-tuinen
Recent publication list 2014-now

(Co-)Edited Books

Kleinherenbrink, Arjen & van Tuinen, Sjoerd (forthcoming 2020, eds.). The
Politics of Debt. New York: Zero Books.

Schuilenburg, Marc & Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2019, eds.). Leven in het
antropoceen. Een handleiding, Amsterdam: Boom.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van & Brouwer, Joke (2019, eds.). To Mind is to Care,
Rotterdam: V2 / NAi Publishers.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2018, ed.). The Polemics of Ressentiment. Variations on
Nietzsche, London/New York: Bloomsbury.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van & Zepke, Stephen (2017, eds.). Art History after Deleuze
and Guattari. Leuven: Leuven University Press.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2017, ed.). Speculative Art Histories. Analysis at the
Limits. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

Brouwer, Joke & Spuybroek, Lars & van Tuinen, Sjoerd (2016, eds.). The
War of Appearances: Transparancy, Radiancy, Opacity, Rotterdam: V2 / NAi
Publishers.

Meiborg, Ceciel & Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2016, eds.). Deleuze and the Passions.
New York: Punctum Books.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van & Brouwer, Joke (2014, eds.). Giving and Taking,
Antidotes to a Culture of Greed. Rotterdam: V2 / NAi Publishers.

Articles in Peer-Reviewed Journals

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2017), “Die beste aller moglichen Welten?“, in: Pro-Fil,
special issue 2017, pp. 3-17, https://doi.org/10.5817 /pf17-3-1646.
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Republished in: Peter Weibel (ed., forthcoming 2019). ‘Von Morgenréten,
die noch nicht geleuchtet haben’ - Ein Symposium zu Peter Sloterdijk,
Berlin: Suhrkamp Verlag, pp. 69-95.

Judith Wambacq & Sjoerd van Tuinen (2017), “Interiority in Deleuze and
Sloterdijk”, in: Palgrave Communications, Vol 3,
https://www.nature.com/articles/palcomms201772

Tuinen, Sjoerd van & Meiborg, Ceciel (2015). "Brewing Dissonance:
Conceptualizing Mannerism and Baroque in Music (with Deleuze)", in:
Diacritics 42 (3), 54-82.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2014). "Disegno - A Speculative Constructivist
Interpretation”, in: Speculations, no. 5.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2014). "Mannerism, Baroque and Modernism. Deleuze
and the Essence of Art", in: SubStance, 43 (1), 166-90.

Book Chapters with Scientific Publishers

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (forthcoming 2020). “The History of Philosophy
Conceived Of as Mannerist Portraiture”, in: Collet, Guillaume (ed), Deleuze,
Guattari, and the Problem of Transdisciplinarity, London/NY: Bloomsbury,
pp- 133-61.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2019). “Mannerism and Hysteria: On the Mode of
Existence of Painting”, in: Backlund, Jan & Oxvig, Henrik (eds.), What
Images Do, Aarhus: Aarhus University Press, pp. 272-45.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van & Kleinherenbrink, Arjen (2019). “Der repolitisierte
Staat”, in: Scholzel, Hagen. Latour and the State. Baden Baden: Nomos
Verlag. Pp. 29-54.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2018). “The Irenics of Ressentiment”, in: Sjoerd van
Tuinen (ed.), The Polemics of Ressentiment. Variations on Nietzsche.
London/New York: Bloomsbury, pp. 67-88.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2018). “The Power of Ambivalence. A Conversation
with Peter Sloterdijk”, in: Sjoerd van Tuinen (ed.), The Polemics of
Ressentiment. Variations on Nietzsche. London/New York: Bloomsbury, pp.
215-26.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2018). “Introduction”, in: Sjoerd van Tuinen (ed.), The
Polemics of Ressentiment. Variations on Nietzsche. London/New York:
Bloomsbury, pp. 1-16.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2018), “Mannerism and Vitalism: Bergson and the
Mannerist Image”, in: Anca Bancoianu & Laura Marin (eds.), Usages de la
figure, régimes de la figuration, Bucharest: The Bucharest University Pres,
pp- 187-99.



mailto:euccchinaoffice@eur.nl
https://www.nature.com/articles/palcomms201772

Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands
CSC PhD 2020 Project Description
Application to euccchinaoffice@eur.nl

2afund

.= ERASMUS UNIVERSITEIT ROTTERDAM

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2018). "The Cosmic Artisan: Mannerist Virtuosity and
Contemporary Crafts", in: Vermeulen, Timotheus & Akker, Robin van den
(eds.) The Metamodern Turn: Aesthetics After Postmodernism, Rowman &
Littlefield International, pp. 69-82.

Turkish translation forthcoming with Tiin Kitap Publishing House (2020).
Russian translation forthcoming with Ripol-Classic Publishing House
(2020).

Tuinen, Sjoerd van & Zepke, Stephen (2017). “Introduction”, in: Tuinen,
Sjoerd van & Zepke, Stephen (eds.). Art History after Deleuze and Guattari.
Leuven: Leuven University Press, pp. 7-20.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2017). “The Late and the New: Mannerism and Style in
Art History and Philosophy”, in: Tuinen, Sjoerd van & Zepke, Stephen (eds.).
Art History after Deleuze and Guattari. Leuven: Leuven University Press, pp.
145-63.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2017). “Introduction®, in: Tuinen, Sjoerd van (ed).
Speculative Art Histories, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, pp. 1-10.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2017). “Serpentine Life: On the Nature of Movement in
Gothic, Mannerism, and Baroque”, in: Tuinen, Sjoerd van (ed). Speculative
Art Histories, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, pp. 163-84.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2017). “Physiology versus Psychology. The Priest and
the Biopolitics of Ressentiment”, in: Drews, Ann-Cathrin & Martin,
Katharina D (eds.). Inside. Qutside. Other. The Body in the Work of Gilles
Deleuze and Michel Foucault. Bielefeld: Transcript Verlag, pp. 265-82.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2017). “Elasticity and Plasticity: Immunology and the
Crisis of Repetition”, in: Radman, Andrej & Sohn, Heidi (eds). Critical and
Clinical Cartographies. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, pp. 243-68.
French translation forthcoming in Erik Bordeleau & Dalie Giroux (eds.,
2019). Aux limites de I'empire: Grandeurs de Sloterdijk, Paris: éditions
Dehors.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2016). “The Drama of Ressentiment: The Philosopher
versus the Priest”, in: Meiborg, Ceciel & Tuinen, Sjoerd van (eds). Deleuze
and the Passions, New York: Punctum Books, pp. 79-102.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van & Meiborg, Ceciel (2016). “Introduction”, in: Meiborg,
Ceciel & Tuinen, Sjoerd van (eds). Deleuze and the Passions, New York:
Punctum Books, pp. 9-20.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2016). “Painting versus Theatre: The Hysteria of the
Hand”, in: Schreel, Louris (ed). Pathology and Aesthetics. The Concept of the
Pathological in Kant and Contemporary Aesthetics, Diisseldorf: Diisseldorf
University Press, pp. 69-98.
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Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2016). “Deleuze: Speculative and Practical Philosophy”,
in: Avanessian, Armen & Malik, Suhail (eds.), Genealogies of Speculation.
Materialism and Subjectivity since Structuralism. London/NY: Bloomsbury,
pp- 93-114.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van& Matthijs Kouw (2015). “Blinded by Science?
Speculative Realism and Speculative Constructivism”, in: Longo, Anna (ed.).
Breaking the Spell: Philosophy in Pursuit of the Real, Milan: Mimesis
International, 115-30.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2014). "Populism and Grandeur: From Marx to Arafat",
in: Dolphijn, Rick & Braidotti, Rosi (eds.) Project for Another Deleuzian
Century, Amsterdam: Rodopi, 87-114.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2014). "Difference and Speculation: Heidegger,
Meillassoux and Deleuze on Sufficient Reason", in: Beaulieu, Alain &
Kazarian, Edward & Sushytska, Julia (eds.), Deleuze and Metaphysics,
Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 63-90.

Professional Publications

Tuinen, Sjoerd van & Bordeleau, Erik (forthcoming 2020) “Debt is Another
Way to Make War” Interview with Maurizzio Lazzarato, in:
Kleinherenbrink, Arjen & van Tuinen, Sjoerd. The Politics of Debt. New
York: Zero Books, 145-56.

French version published in Le Merle 5 (1) (2018),
https://elegendre.wordpress.com/2017/11/05/merle-5-1/

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2019). “Denken in het antropoceen: scepcis en
verbeelding” in: Schuilenburg, Marc & Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2019, eds.).
Leven in het antropoceen. Een handleiding, Amsterdam: Boom, pp. 21-38.

Marc Schuilenburg & Sjoerd van Tuinen, “Inleiding” + “Stellingen”, in:
Schuilenburg, Marc & Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2019, eds.). Leven in het
antropoceen. Een handleiding, Amsterdam: Boom, pp. 7-20, 193-4.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van & Kleinherenbrink, Arjen (forthcoming 2020). “The
‘Financial’ Crisis: Ten Years Later”, in: Kleinherenbrink, Arjen & van Tuinen,
Sjoerd. The Politics of Debt. New York: Zero Books, 1-11

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2019). “Common Sense: From Critique to Care (Arendt
beyond Arendt)” in: Joke Brouwer & Sjoerd van Tuinen (eds.) To Mind is to
Care (Rotterdam: NAi/V2 Publishers), pp. 124-57.

Maria Puig de la Bellacasa & Sjoerd van Tuinen (2019). “Care in Spire of
Carelessness” in: Joke Brouwer & Sjoerd van Tuinen (eds.) To Mind is to
Care (Rotterdam: NAi/V2 Publishers), pp. 24-41.

Sjoerd van Tuinen & Joke Brouwer “Introduction” in: Joke Brouwer &
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Sjoerd van Tuinen (eds., 2019) To Mind is to Care (Rotterdam: NAi/V2
Publishers), pp. 1-4.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2018). “Deleuze”, in: Doorman, Maarten & Pott, Heleen,
Filosofen van deze tijd, Leiden: Bert Bakker, pp. 259-74.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2017). “Plasticity”, in: Joost de Bloois & Stijn De Cauwer
& Anneleen Masschelein (eds.), 50 Key Terms in Contemporary Cultural
Theory, Kapellen: Pelckmans Pro, pp. 229-34.

Sjoerd van Tuinen (2017). “Ressentiment”, in: Rekto Verso, nr. 75, p. 66.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2017), “Van kritiek naar zorg: Stengers en het
ressentiment”, nY. Website en tijdschrift voor literatuur, kritiek &
amusement, nr 32, pp. 111-27.

Joke Brouw, Lars Spuybroek & Sjoerd van Tuinen (2016). “In the Thick of
Things”, in: Joke Brouwer, Lars Spuybroek & Sjoerd van Tuinen, The War of
Appearances: Transparancy, Radiancy, Opacity, Rotterdam: V2 / NAi
Publishers, pp. 6-11.

Sjoerd van Tuinen (2015). “Een repliek op Oswald Spengler over de stad”, in:
Rekto Verso, nr. 66.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2015). “Deleuze’s modernistische begrip van
maniérisme en barok”, in: Bob Zanders en Frans Sturkenboom, De Gestiek
van de architectuur, Arnhem: Artez Academie, pp. 44-51.

van Tuinen, Sjoerd (2015). 'Het drama van het ressentiment en de politieke
rede”, in: Henk Oosterling & Renate Schepen, Doorwerken doordenken.
Intercultureel en ecosociaal denken en doen, Antwerpen/Apeldoorn:
Garant, pp. 115-28.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2015). "Deleuze en de schilderkunst. Nawoord", in:
Deleuze, Gilles, Francis Bacon. Logica van de gewaarwording, Amsterdam:
Octavo, 195-208.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2014). "Interest and Interesse. When is Enough
Enough?", conversation with Henk Oosterling, in: Brouwer, Joke & Mulder,
Arjen & Tuinen, Sjoerd van, Giving and Taking. Antidotes to a Culture of
Greed, Rotterdam: V2 /NAi Publishers, pp. 93-118.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2014). "What Does a Human Have that He Can Give
Away?", conversation with Peter Sloterdijk, in: Brouwer, Joke & Mulder,
Arjen & Tuinen, Sjoerd van, Giving and Taking. Antidotes to a Culture of
Greed, Rotterdam: V2 /NAi Publishers, pp. 9-26.

Czech translation in Adam Budak & Michaela Pejcochova (2016, eds.),
Generosity. The Art of Giving, Prague: National Gallery, pp. 263-71.

Tuinen, Sjoerd van (2014). ‘Filosofie in de 21e eeuw’, in: Jan Bor & Errit
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Petersma, De verbeelding van het denken, Amsterdam: Uitgeverij Atlas
Contact, 703-31.

2020 CSC-PhD programme information will be shared and updated online:
https://www.eur.nl/en/about-eur/erasmus-university-china-center-0/csc-scholarship/prospective-
phd-candidates
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