


Physics of life

From an “ontology of 
substances” to an “ontology 
of processes”





BiBB -> Beta in Bestuur en beleid

STEM in Governance & Policy





Why  STEM (beta) specific?

BiBB Carrière dag 2022 - Ineke Sluiter

Robbert Dijkgraaf - BiBB carrièredag 2023
- BiBB’s LinkedIn

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zvATEfvw-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_i-etFqhlVk


History
2019 PhD students complain to me about lack of opportunities in the 
public sector

2019 organise a Kavli Day to The Hague, Eppo Bruins gives a talk about 
the lack of STEM people at the government

2020 start “working group The Hague” within the DPC (Dutch Physics 
council) together with Petra Rudolf, Patrick Decowski and Arlette 
Werner. Recruited Eppo Bruin and two PhDs

2022 First career day, thanks to Arlette! 

2025 First Summer School (summer 2025), BiBB has 14 members!



Who are BiBB?







Career day

3rd Career day November 20th 2024
• Sold out in 2 weeks
(125 deelnemers)
• Presence of
• ENW board NWO (Ferdinand Grozema) 
• Marileen Dogterom KNAW

• Thanks to: 
Platform Wiskunde Nederland (PWN) en de NWO-adviestafels: aard- en milieuwetenschappen, 
chemie, en natuurkunde 

• Program: 





25 – 29 august 2025
Summerschool

Interesselijst

•"Lectures by experienced leaders, such as (former) 
ministers, politicians, professors, and senior civil 
servants.“

•"Current case studies, guided by experts.“

•"Training for STEM professionals, such as negotiation 
and framing." 



Fellowship
• Exploring opportunities to set-

up high end fellowships for 
PhDs/PD for one year, like the 
APS Whitehouse fellowships

• Contact with Prof Corien Prins 
(WRR), who has set-up a 
fellowship with her Stevin 
funding.

• AAAS (in de US) advice



Is there really a shortage of STEMMERS at the 
government?

Data…



Bron: de Groene Amsterdammer 1 maart 2023

Data : diversity problem



Bron: de Groene Amsterdammer 1 maart 2023

Data





Together, we can create a future where science and 

policy work hand in hand for the betterment of 

society.

www.betainbestuurenbeleid.nl

Join us!

http://www.betainbestuurenbeleid.nl/


Follow us on LinkedIn!



Questions comments?


