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Project Title: Governance in Multi-Actor Settings in China.  
 
 

Abstract: The research aims at applying the policy network theory in the Chinese 
context. The theory will be used to describe and explain policy making, 
implementation and enforcement in multi-actor settings in China. The central 
question that guides the research activities is as follows: How can network 
theory be used to analyze, assess and improve interactive processes among 
multiple parties involved in policy processes in China?  
 
Fields of applications may be one of the following: 

• Policy making and implementation 
• Public service delivery (care, public transport) 
• Law enforcement (e.g. environmental laws; food safety)  
• Planning and construction of (urban) public works (including project 

management and public-private partnerships in roads, plants, rail) 
• Crisis management 

 
This research has the following aims: (1) This research will increase our 
understanding of policy processes in multi-actor settings in Chinese context; 
(2) This research will contribute to the development and use of methods to 
analyze an assess complex policy processes in networks in China; (3) This 
research will come up with lessons on how to improve complex policy 
making and implementation in multi-actor settings; (4) This research will 
increase our understanding in the particularities of policy making in networks 
in China (5) This research will contribute to the contextualization of policy 
network and shed lights on the possibilities and limits of transplanting 
research methods and institutional practices across institutional settings 
 

Requirements of 
candidate: 

Background: Research Experience: Student has to be able to think 
conceptually; he or she should be acquainted with policy science literature 
(more specifically: network governance theory) and with qualitative social 
science methods (case-studies; ethnographic methods). Experience with 
surveys is recommended  
 
Master’s degree: yes, in Public Administration or comparable study (e.g. 
public sciences, Policy studies; public management; social geography) 
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ESSB English requirements: 
IELTS: 7.5 (min. 6.0 for all subs.); or 
TOEFL: 100 (min. 20 for all subs.) 
 
 

Supervisor 
information: 

Prof. dr. J.F.M. Koppenjan 
Email address Koppenjan@fsw.eur.nl                                      
Personal website: https://www.egs3h.eur.nl/people/joop-koppenjan/ 
 
He is professor of Public Administration at the EUR and collaborates with the 
School of Public Administration and Law of Dalian University of Technology 
and the School of International relations and Public Affairs of the Fudan 
University, Shanghai. Recently one Chinese PhD student finalized his thesis 
on responses of Chinese governments to environmental conflicts. Recent 
relevant publications: 
 
J. Koppenjan and B. Enserink, Public Private Partnerships in Urban Infrastructures: 

Reconciling Private Sector Participation and Sustainability: in Public 
Administration Review, March/April 2009, pp. 284-296  

Zheng, H., M. de Jong and J.F.M. Koppenjan, Applying policy network theory in 
China. The case of the urban health insurance reform, in Public 
Administration, 2010  

Rui Mu, Martin de Jong, Joop Koppenjan. The rise and fall of Public–Private 
Partnerships in China: a path-dependent approach, Journal of Transport 
Geography 19 (2011) 794–806 

Ma, Y. M. de Jong, J. Koppenjan, B. Xi, Rui Mu, Explaining the organizational and 
contractual context of subway construction disasters in China: The case of 
Hangzhou in:  Policy and Society 31 (2012) 87–103Editor Themed Issue, 
Governing Systems Transitions towards Sustainability: theoretical and 
Empirical Explorations, Special Issue, Int. J. Sustainable Development, 
2012,15 (1/2): 1-186. (With N. Frantzeskaki, D. Loorbach & N. Ryan)  

Introductory editorial, Int. J. Sustainable Development, 2012, 15 (1/2): 1-18 (with N. 
Frantzeskaki, D. Loorbach, M. Charles,  & N. Ryan)  

Concluding editorial: Sustainability transitions and their governance: lessons and 
next-step challenges, Int. J. Sustainable Development,  2012, 15 (1/2): 
173-186 (with N. Frantzeskaki, D. Loorbach, M. Charles,  & N. Ryan) 

Explaining the organizational and contractual context of subway construction 
disasters in China: The case of Hangzhou (with Yongchi Ma, Martin de 
Jong, Bao Xi, Rui Mu), in: Policy and Society, 31 (2012) 87–103  

Governance network theory: past, present and future. Policy & Politics, 2012, 40(4), 
187-206 (with E.H. Klijn). 

Koppenjan, J.F.M., Ma, Yongchi & Jong, W.M. de (2013). Identifying Organizational 
and Contractual Drivers behind Subway Construction Accidents in China: 
A Tale of Three Cities. Journal of Urban Technology, 20(3), 39-64. 

Koppenjan, J.F.M. & Koliba, C. (2013). Symposium: Transformation towards New 
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Public Governance. International Review of Public Administration, 18(2), 1-
84. 

Koppenjan, J.F.M. & Koliba, C. (2013). Transformations towards New Public 
Governance: Can the New Paradigm Handle Complexity? International 
Review of Public Administration, 12(2), 1-8. 

Verweij, S., Meerkerk, I.F. van, Koppenjan, J.F.M. & Geerlings, H. (2014). 
Institutional interventions in complex urban systems: Coping with boundary 
issues in urban planning projects. Emergence: Complexity and 
Organization, 16 (1), 7-23. doi: http://dx.doi.org/  

Klijn, E.H. & Koppenjan, J.F.M. (2014). Complexity in governance network theory. 
Complexity, Governance & Networks, 1 (1), 61-70. doi: 10.7564/14-CGN8    

Wang, H., Zhu, D. & Koppenjan, J.F.M. (2014). A research on relations between 
governance modes and efficiency in China's urban bus transport service. 
Review of Managerial Science, 1-20.    

Li, Y., Homburg, V.M.F., Jong, W.M. de & Koppenjan, J.F.M. (2015). Government 
responses to environmental conflicts in urban China: the case of the Panyu 
waste incineration power plant in Guangzhou. Journal of Cleaner 
Production, 1-8. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2015.10.123   

Hufen, J.A.M. & Koppenjan, J.F.M. (2015). Local renewable energy cooperatives: 
Revolution in disguise? Environment, development and sustainability, 18 
(5), 1-14. doi: http://dx.doi.org/DOI 10.1186/s13705-015-0046-8   

Koppenjan, J.F.M. (2015). Public–Private Partnerships for green infrastructures. 
Tensions and challenges. Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, 
12 (February 2015), 30-35. 

Klijn, E.H. & Koppenjan, J.F.M. (2016). The impact of contract characteristics on the 
performance of public–private partnerships (PPPs). Public Money and 
Management, 36 (6), 455-462. doi: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09540962.2016.1206756   

E.H. Klijn and J.F.M. Koppenjan Governance Networks in the Public Sector. 
Routledge, Oxon,  2016. (monography)  

Liu, Y., Li, Y.W., Xi, B. & Koppenjan, J.F.M. (2016). A governance network 
perspective on environmental conflicts in China: findings from the Dalian 
paraxylene conflict. Policy Studies. doi: 10.1080/01442872.2016.1157853 

Li, Yanwei, Joop Koppenjan, and Stefan Verweij, (2016). Governing environmental 
conflicts in China: Under what conditions do local government 
compromise? Public Administration, DOI:  10.1111/padm.12263.   

Y. Li, J.F.M. Koppenjan and V. Homburg (2017) Governing environmental conflicts: 
A comparative analysis of ten protests against industrial facilities in urban 
China, Local Government Studies, Issue (43) 6, 992-1013: 
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/sn7GYQtaUpJkapftAbMK/full 

Rui Mu, Martin de Jong & Joop Koppenjan (2018): Assessing and explaining 
interagency collaboration performance: a comparative case study of local 
governments in China, Public Management Review, DOI: 
10.1080/14719037.2018.1508607: see: 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14719037.2018.1508607. 
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