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Perusall: every student prepared for every class

The webinar will be recorded. Please mute your microphone. The chat function is available for questions.
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All students finish the reading assignment prior to your lecture
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Are more than 90% of your students prepared for every lecture?
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What do students and teachers experience as main problem with 
online teaching?

Closed

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

I have no idea

Less social interaction

Less possibilities for guidance

Difficult to get feedback

Other problem, …(type in chat)

There are no problems

0.0%

55.9%

17.6%

17.6%

8.8%

0.0%
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Students
• Appreciate commitment/effort teachers
• Like to be in contact with each other
• Loneliness
• Stress (often related to exams)
• Distracted/behind with study planning
• Not much possibilities to ask questions
• Regret that practical work cannot be done
• Internships in future?

Corona evaluation - programme committee bachelor Psychobiology

Teachers
• High workload and tight deadlines
• Time needed to deliver high quality
• How to keep contact with students?
• Which tools to use?
• Which type of exam?
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What can you do about this problem with online teaching?

Closed

A.

B.

C.

D.

Not much, we have to wait until this crisis is over

I can offer help, but do not know where to start

I have a plan, but need help with that

I am already busy and know how to proceed

3.8%

30.8%

38.5%

26.9%
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Figures from online webinar Eric Mazur 
www.mazur.hardvard.edu
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Figures from online webinar Eric Mazur 
www.mazur.hardvard.edu
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In Classroom

Out of Classroom Out of Classroom
time

During class (synchronous)

After classBefore class 

Lecture

Blended learning design before Corona

BKO FNWI workshop Blended Learning
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breakout room

Out of Classroom Out of Classroom
time

After classBefore class

Lecture

Online learning

main room

BKO FNWI workshop Blended Learning

During class (synchronous)
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• prof. Eric Mazur, Harvard University

• Free, online, social learning platform to 
promote pre-class reading compliance, engagement, and conceptual understanding

UvA Grassroot program started at FNWI in September 2019, project leader Erwin van Vliet

Perusal is the activity of carefully reading, or studying something with the intent of remembering it.
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How does Perusall work?

Students:

• Read online text

• Make annotations
- Questions
- Answers
- Comments
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66 other 
students also 
like to know 
the answer

“upvote”
For 73 other 
students this 
answer was 
useful

Students receive 
notifications via e-mail
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Automated analysis of annotations 
• Time
• Number
• Text
• Distribution

17
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Confusion report for lecturer

• Report with top 3 questions

• One page, easy to digest

• See confusions, explain during class
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Perusall – course setup

https://www.rug.nl/e-learning/innovation-projects/faculty-projects-2017/active-learning-and-
developing/perusall-active-learning-template

https://www.rug.nl/e-learning/innovation-projects/faculty-projects-2017/active-learning-and-developing/perusall-active-learning-template
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Preliminary results bachelor Psychobiology - UvA

Higher score for exam question 
when using Perusall

90% of the students completed the 
assignment (n=87)
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Experiences and best practices
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Perusall experience from 
Academic Skills courses
ABV 1.1 and ABV 1.2

Psychobiology Bachelor year 1 
~200 students

Cato Drion
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Setting up the Perusall assignment
Make Canvas connect to Perusall

Upload literature in Perusall (check copyright – more info later)

Adjust settings in Perusall (example: create groups manually or 
automatically?)

Select grading (example: grade 1-10, or indirect grading in ‘academic 
attitude’)

Create the assignment for the students in Canvas with the link to Perusall
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Lessons from Academic Skills 1
~200 students of the Psychobiology bachelor (year 1)

Perusall used in “literature review” assignment: students choose from 3 possible topics (topic = set of 
articles)

200/3 = ~65 students read the same article. Can they help each other understand the article?

Assignment was “vague”
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Student feedback
“onoverzichtelijk”
Too many comments

How did students do?

Too many students? 
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Lessons from Academic Skills 2
Perusall used in “research report”: 
students read 1 of 3 research articles and discuss in their own
Course Sections (of ~17 students)

Again (200/3) ~60 students per article

 made separate Perusall assignments in Canvas
for the different groups of Course Sections
(Perusall cannot import Canvas Course Sections)
So max. 20 students per paper

 provided more detailed instructions
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Feedback from students and teachers
Students
“instruction: ‘make 3 comments’ leads to nonsense comments”
“prefer to only read the article with only my course section”
“prefer to read from pdf or print”
“Helped me to understand the article”

Teachers
“Would like to see how students did (including confusion report) for my Course 
Section(s) only”
“They really help each other understand the paper, and some of the comments I’ve seen 
were very in-depth”
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Perusall use at the UvA

15 September 2019
• 277 users 
• 4 courses, 3 in use

1 February 2020 
• 763 users 
• 10 courses, 7 in use

8 May 2020

• 1156 users 
• 67 courses, 25 in use

7 July 2020
• 1487 users
• 122 courses, 30 in use

A few best practices as example…
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https://h5p.org/node/570927

How to check for copyright?

Alice Doek 
Harrie van der Meer
Library

https://h5p.org/node/570927
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Be clear what you expect from students
• Number of annotations
• Reading time required
• Interaction with each other
• Grading
• Deadline
• How the Perusall assignment will be used in the following lecture
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Grading or not?

Recommendation: average of all assignments counts for 2% of the final grade
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Japanese: This article has helped you to gain a better understanding 
of the course!

Thank you for this annotation, but what does this insight mean?

Punjabi: You thought you could get away with it easily. But let me tell 
you something, it works

Guys this is not ok. I don't think it's appropriate for you to annotate 
a researcher's email address, this shows you're taking this 
assignment totally not serious! In addition, you write in different 
languages ​​that people hardly speak in this study, which also does 
not add to the learning ability. I find it very irresponsible that you 
deal with this progressive learning method in this way

Keep an eye what is going on



Keep an eye what is going on

• Recommendation: check comments and use holistic grading

Number of annotations
Distribution of annotations
Content of annotation
Active reading time
Number of times returned
Getting responses
Giving responses
Getting upvotes
Giving upvotes



How many student can work on one assignment?

• Recommendation: target group size 10-20 students 

Too much: 40 students work in one document:

“It was chaotic due to all these comments and everything was already annotated”

Too less: 2-5 students work in one document:

“There were only a few comments and therefore there was not much interaction”



• Sufficient time to read carefully
• Ample of time to interact with each other
• Possibility to come back several times (read and interact repeatedly)
• Work with “fresh” mind, avoid tiredness (working until late night)

Assignment and deadline?



Assignment and deadline?
Only 1 hour of interaction

Submission after in depth lecture

deadlineLecture with info about assignment
Assignment opened



Assignment and deadline?

• Recommendation: open for about one week, deadline at noon (12:00 p.m.), 
no submission after deadline, schedule time for assignment

Work peak around midnight



Recommendations

• Be clear what you expect from students
• Use grading, but with low weight e.g. 2% of final grade
• Keep an eye on the comments made, use holistic grading
• Target group size 10-20 students 
• Assignment is open for about one week, deadline at noon (12:00 p.m.), 

schedule time for assignment
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Discuss in breakout rooms

What can you do about the problem with online teaching?
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What can you do about the problem with online teaching?

A.

B.

C.

D.

Not much, we have to wait until this crisis is over

I can offer help, but do not know where to start

I have a plan, but need help with that

I are already busy, and know how to proceed

0.0%

4.8%

52.4%

42.9%

Closed
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Support for teachers

https://shklinkenberg.github.io/Interactive_Teaching_Techniques/index.html

Keep on Teaching (Canvas) eBook Interactive Teaching Techniques

https://shklinkenberg.github.io/Interactive_Teaching_Techniques/index.html
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More information
Manual with instructions
https://datanose.nl/#docentensite/services/perusall

More info/interested in research: e-mail to teaching-science@uva.nl

Follow #Perusall on Starfish
https://starfish.innovatievooronderwijs.nl/

Perusall website
www.perusall.com

Eric Mazur website
www.mazur.hardvard.edu

Suggested reading
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/feduc.2018.00008/full

Collaborations

https://datanose.nl/#docentensite/services/perusall
mailto:ICTO-FNWI@uva.nl
https://starfish.innovatievooronderwijs.nl/
http://www.perusall.com/
http://www.mazur.hardvard.edu/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/feduc.2018.00008/full
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Stay connected and keep in touch!
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All students finish the reading assignment prior to your lecture
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Thank you for your attention!
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