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School/Department: Psychology (Department of Psychology, Education and Child
Studies), Erasmus School of Social and Behavioral Sciences

Project Title: Multisensory memory

Abstract: In our lab we study human memory, in particular the contribution of
embodied experiences in mental representations. We are looking for
candidates for this project:

It has been well-established that memory can benefit from overlap
between study and test. Learning is best when the study environment
and test environment are most similar and all information provided at
study is test-relevant, consistent with major (cognitive) memory
models and research in multimedia learning in education. Surprising
therefore, are recent findings that memory for unisensory items (e.g.,
picture of a dog) is better if they were studied as multisensory items
(picture plus barking sound) than as unisensory items (picture alone)
even when the sound was task-irrelevant. Because this multisensory
memory advantage is inconsistent with fundamental cognitive
theories it needs to be better understood. In this project we will set up
behavioral experiments to investigate how multisensory presentation
enhances memory. In these experiments we will focus on the role of
attention and on the role of variability of information during study in
order to better understand the cognitive mechanisms that explain the
multisensory benefit.

For more information on our research see: www.memorylab.eu

Requirements of
candidate:

Background: Cognitive Science or Experimental Psychology

Master’s degree: Yes
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EUR requirement: See Table Information about English requirements

Supervisor
information:

Formal Promoter and daily supervisor:

Prof. dr. Diane Pecher
pecher@essb.eur.nl
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English requirements：Please refer to Erasmus University China Center official website
for your information www.eur.nl/eucc

Erasmus University China Center -> CSC Scholarship -> “I am a prospective CSC PhD
Candidate” -> Table 1

Please note that each institute requires difference level of English, make sure to find the right
institute. 2022 CSC-PhD programme information will be shared and updated soon!
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