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This is the first issue of the AiPact research initiative zine, made early on a
Monday morning in September 2023 during one of those meetings where we
get together to discuss all things Al.

As a group of quite serious scholars, throughout the last year and a half, we've
been asking ourselves: what exactly is the societal impact of Al?

The answer, as far as we can tell, is: it's complicated.

This zine presents a break from the kind of rigorously methodological work
that quite serious scholars like us tirelessly preoccupy ourselves with in search
of conclusive answers to essentially unanswerable questions. In making

this zine, we wanted to give shape to a few of the random ideas, vexations,
concerns, and questions that we've been grappling with during our time as
part of the AiPact initiative. And in keeping with the spirit of DIY zine-making,
we wanted to do this through creative outlets like drawings, cartoons, stream-
of-consciousness musings, and even poetry. After all, you never know where
your ideas might lead if you let them run wild for a bit...

We hope that you find this zine somewhat interesting, perhaps moderately
entertaining, and maybe even a bit thought-provoking. Even if just a little.

- Adriaan Odendaal
AiPact member and editor of this zine
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